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The                 This myth, it is almost  needless to observe, does not

cuttiTout rea^7 explain  the  custom.     People   do   not   usually ob-
the sinew of serve a custom because on a particular occasion a mythical
irTarimais  being is said to have acted  in  a  certain  way.     But, on
seems to be the   contrary,  they   very   often   invent   myths   to  explain
the^rin*    w^ ^y Practise certain customs.    Dismissing, therefore,
cipie of      the story of Fireless and  Homeless as a myth invented to
to^"      explain why the Indians abstain from eating a particular
magic.       sinew, it may be suggested1 that the original  reason  for
observing the custom was a belief that the sinew in question
was necessary to reproduction, and that deprived of it the
slain animals could not come to life again  and stock the
steppes and prairies either of the present world or of the
spirit land.    We have seen that the resurrection of animals
is a common article of savage faith, and that when the Lapps
bury the skeleton of the male bear in the hope of its resur-
rection they are careful to bury the genital parts along with it.
However, subsequent enquiries make it probable that the Indian
practice of cutting out the hamstring of deer has no other ob-
ject than that of preventing eaters of venison from going lame.
Among the Cherokee, we are told, " on killing a deer the
hunter always makes an  incision in the  hind  quarter and
removes the hamstring, because this tendon, when severed,
draws up into the flesh;   ergo, any one  who  should  un-
fortunately partake of the hamstring would  find his limbs
drawn  up in  the  same  manner/'2    Thus the superstition

1 The first part of this suggestion is     not eat the flesh of the biceps;   the

due to my friend W. Robertson Smith.      reasons  assigned  for  the  custom are

See his Lectures on the Religion of the     inconsistent  and   unsatisfactory.    See

Semites* (London, 1894), p. 380, note     Ph. Paulitschke, Ethnographie Nordost-

I.     The  Faleshas,   a Jewish  sect of     Afrikas;    die   materielle   Cultur dtr

Abyssinia, after killing an animal for     Dandkil,   Galla   and  Somdl (Berlin,

food, " carefully remove the vein from      1893), p.   154.    When the Bushmen

the thighs with its surrounding flesh."     kill a hare, they cut out a sinew of

See Hale"vy, "Travels in Abyssinia,"      the thigh and will not eat it, alleging

in Publications of the Society of Hebrew     as their reason that the hare was once

Literature^ Second Series, vol. iL p.      a man, and that this particular sinew

220.      Caffre   men will  not  eat the      is still  human flesh.    See W. H. I.

sinew of the thigh;   "it is carefully     Bleek and L. C. Lloyd, Specimens of

cut out and sent to the principal boy at     Bushman   Folklore   (London,   1911),

the kraal, who with his  companions     pp. xxxix., 60 sq., 63.
consider it as their right."    See Col.         2 J. Mooney, "Sacred Formulas of

Maclean,   Kafir   Laws   and  Customs     the Cherokees," Seventh Annual Re-

(Cape Town, 186 6), p. 151.   Gallas who     port of the Bureau of Ethnology (Wash-

pride themselves on their descent will     ington, 1891), p. 323.    Compare ieLl